
Closing Prayer of Thanksgiving (unison) 
O God, you are Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, we greet the 
dawn of redeeming grace with its radiant beams from Christ’s holy face.   
We have passed through the night of doubt and no longer fear that you will 
forsake us.  The One who was with you when you blessed all creation has come 
as our Savior full of your grace and truth.  You are the beginning of goodness 
and the end of all our striving.  In you abides a hope that cannot be denied.   
You have assembled us as your children; now dismiss us as your agents.   
You have caused light to shine in our lives; help us to lead others to that light,  
so that their day may dawn brightly.   Amen. 

 
*Songs “Sing of the Lord’s Goodness”   Renew 256 
 “Shine, Jesus, Shine”  Renew 247 

  
*Going out to Serve—A Final Word of Blessing 

 
*Church Family Amen  (We hold hands as a sign of our unity in Christ.) 
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Gathering Music “Arise, Shine, for Your Light Is Come” Renew 123 
 “What Child Is This” Pres. Hymnal # 53 
  
Welcome and Announcements 
 
*Opening Responses  John T. Ames  

 One: Out of the noise and glitter and excitement of the Christmas frenzy,  
   we have come away, O God, into this hour in your presence. 
  All:  Help us to discover here the meaning and joy  
    that lie beneath the surface of the holy day. 
 One: Help us to see beyond the story of a baby in a manager  
   and realize the truth of Christmas—that you come to us in Jesus,  
   that you live with us, sharing our joys and sorrows,  
   redeeming every act of love and forgiving every act of hate for which we repent. 
  All:  Enable us to test our lives by the standard of God incarnate,  
    judging ourselves by Christ’s teaching and example. 
 One: Then send us out to spread the word that you are born among us  
   and that you live with us.   
  
*A Time for Silent Reflection 
 

 One: Let us worship God.  

    
*Song “There Is a Redeemer”    Renew 232  
 
Responsive Prayer 
 One: There is a deep hunger within us, O Christ,  
   for the food only you can give us: the bread of life found in you. 
  All:  We need you so desperately in our lives,  
    and only you can satisfy our deep hunger.   
    Yet we are such an impatient people.   
    We want to be fed by you, 
    but we don’t always want to sit at your table. 



One: We want fast spiritual food, not the nourishing food that comes through  
   patient prayer, quiet reflection, service, thanksgiving, understanding and virtue.   
   We want your saving grace to work in a hurry so we can experience  
   your blessings and peace now. 
  All:  We are not always willing to undergo  
    the slow transition that allows you to enter our very souls.   
    Help us come to you with repentant hearts  
    so that in your grace we can become your disciples,  
    your servants, and your apostles.   
    In Christ’s name we pray.  Amen.  

  
A Time for Silent Reflection 
 
Time with Young Disciples   

 

(All children are to remain in the Sanctuary to participate in worship with their families today.) 

 
Song “Open Our Eyes, Lord”  Renew 91 
 

    

Scripture John 1:1-18 (NRSV OT pgs 91-92) 
  

 One:  This is the Word of the Lord.  All:  Thanks be to God. 
 

God’s Good Word “The WORD Made Flesh”  Reverend Todd Allen 
    

*Affirmation of Faith 
 One: We are not alone; we live in God’s world.  We believe in God: 
  All:  who has created and is creating,  
    who has come in Jesus,  
    the Word made flesh, 
    to reconcile and make new,  
    who works in us and others by the Spirit. 
  

 One: We trust in God.  We are called to be the church: 
  All:  to celebrate God’s presence,  
    to love and serve others,  
    to seek justice and resist evil,  
    to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen,  
    our judge and our hope. 
 

 One: In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us. 
  All:  We are not alone.  Thanks be to God. 

 *Sharing Christ’s Peace   
     One: The peace of Christ be with you. 
        All:  And also with you! (Worshipers may greet each other with word or gesture of peace.) 

 
Giving Back to God “Bring Forth the Kingdom”    Marty Haugen 
 Sung by Spirit Sounds 

 
(Please pass Prayer Cards to the center aisle.) 

 

 

The Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 
 
 

Words of Invitation 
 
Communion Song      “Gift of Finest Wheat”  Renew 217 
   

(Please pass Prayer Cards to the center aisle.) 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Prayers for Ourselves, Others, and the World 
 
One: And now, as Jesus taught us, we say: 
  All:  Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed by your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done on earth as in heaven. 
    Give us today our daily bread. 
    Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
    Save us from the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
    For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours 
    now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
The Story of the Lord’s Supper 
 
The Blessing and Sharing of the Bread and Cup 
 
 


